Reversible inhibition of the urea cycle and gluconeogenesis by N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide.
Addition of DEET to suspensions of rat hepatocytes completely abolished synthesis of urea from ammonia and production of glucose from lactate. Both activities were fully restored after cells were washed and resuspended in DEET-free medium. These results suggest the DEET-induced impairment is a reversible biochemical defect at a site common to both pathways.